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Here's the latest news from Affirm United/ S'affirmer Ensemble.
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CONSENSUS: Affirm United/ S'affirmer Ensemble's e-newsletter
May-June 2015
In this edition: Annual Conference in Halifax; new Affirming ministries; call
for award nominations; Facebook changes; Affirming ministries in action.
Greetings from our Co-Chairs
Welcome to our second e-newsletter of all time! This
will become a vibrant and consistent way for us to
engage with you, share your stories, and keep you
connected with other individuals and ministries
across Canada! We are pleased to announce that
with your support, we’ve hired a contract
Communications Coordinator (10 hrs/week) to help
our volunteer-led organization continue to be a great
resource and connector, especially in this digital
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position and look forward to the expertise and
intentionality she brings. Hope to see you at our annual conference this July!
- Pam Rocker and Collin Smith: Co-chairs, Affirm United/S'affirmer Ensemble
www.ause.ca
(Photo: February 2015 Council Meeting. Back Row: Teresa Burnett-Cole, Jenni Leslie, Jennifer Carter-Morgan, Judy
Amsbury, Ruth Bramham, John Calhoun, Bruce Hutchinson. Front Row: Michiko Bown-Kai (General Council Staff),
Warren McDougall, Collin Smith, Pam Rocker)

Affirm United Annual Conference: July 31 - Aug 3, 2015
We’re looking forward to July and August in beautiful Halifax, NS, where the Affirm United/ S’affirmer
Ensemble community will gather for worship, learning, and celebration. The conference begins the evening of
July 31st, and continues through lunch August 3rd. Opportunities to enjoy Halifax and area are included.
Everyone is welcome.
St Matthew’s United will host us, and months of thoughtful planning and organizing have already been offered by
Maritime Conference’s five-person planning committee. The main theme for the gathering will be trans identities
and justice struggles.
Please help us spread the word-- and of course, please consider coming. The registration form will be available
shortly; accommodation options will be offered at Dalhousie University and the Sheraton Four Points hotel.
Watch for more details!

Welcome to thirteen new Affirming ministries!
Affirm United/ S’affirmer Ensemble is always delighted and honoured to welcome new Affirming ministries.
Between January and May 2015, thirteen ministries will have joined us:
- The Diakonia of the United Church
(http://ducc.ca/); this is the national association for
diaconal ministers in the United Church of Canada.
- St Andrew's in Calgary, AB
- In Winnipeg, MB: Trinity, Churchill Park,
Transcona Memorial and St Andrew's River Heights
United Churches
- Dunbarton-Fairport United Church, Pickering, ON
- Knox United Church, Fort Frances, ON
- St. Mark’s United Church, Cannifton, ON
- In Toronto, ON: Fairlawn Avenue, Royal York
Road, Manor Road, and Donway Covenant United
Churches
(Photo: Affirm Sunday at Fairlawn, Sunday April 12, 2015. Left to right:
Back row: Derek Wishart, Governing Council Chair; Rev. Christopher White; The Right Reverend Gary
Paterson, United Church Moderator. Front row: Affirm committee members Rob Metcalf, Sue Metcalf, Connie
Buck, Jane Rounthwaite (chair)

Translate

Subscribe

Share

Past Issues

Manor Road United in Toronto is also turning 90, and this double honour was featured in the magazine Inside
Toronto.
In the words from Fairlawn Avenue, “We are not alone. We are connected to God
and each other by love. In that inclusiveness that is founded on love, we also
invite to our table all those who may be economically, physically or mentally
challenged or who have been discriminated against because of ethnicity, sexual
orientation, race, gender or age.”
May it be so! Amen and a very warm welcome to the Affirm family. We hope to
see you in Halifax so we can welcome your ministries in person.
(Photo: Karen Lumley. St Andrew's River Heights combined many colours of
sand into one during their Affirming service of worship.)

Volunteer of the Year Award and Affirming Ministry Program Award:
Nominations are open for 2015
Do you know of someone who has made a difference to Affirm United and/or the wider United Church in the
movement for acceptance and understanding of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people? Please nominate
that person today! Email us at affirmunited@ause.ca
Has your Affirming ministry done some innovative or successful Affirming‐related programming that you think is
award‐winning? Maybe you had a great presence at the local Pride Day celebrations. Maybe you hold a GLBTQ &
Friends brunch group, or had an education event that could be a model for others. Write it all down and tell us of
the impact it had on others. We want your nominations! Click here for the form.
Nominations for both will be received up to June 30, 2015. Awards will be presented at the Annual General
Meeting of Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble in Halifax.

Changes to our Facebook presence
We’ve had a good presence on Facebook for a number of years, thanks to great work done by Read Sherman,
Alyson Huntley, and many others. Some time ago the Affirm United/ S’affirmer Ensemble Council decided to
move from a Facebook group to a Facebook page, and a page has now been set up. You can start “liking” it, which
is the same as joining it.
Here’s the address: https://www.facebook.com/affirmunited
The existing group of 600-plus people will carry on for the next while, but over the next month we'll be moving
over to the new page. We hope you will join us there!
Why this move and what’s the difference? A page will allow us to include people who do not have a Facebook
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participate in comments and conversations. A page is more wide open; it allows more scope to reach people who
are on Facebook but know little about Affirm United/ S'affirmer Ensemble (AU/SE) and its aims.
Thanks to all of you who have joined the existing group, AU/SE has had a good presence and an important
ministry on Facebook. May that continue and expand! Please help us do that by “liking” the new page and
starting to comment or suggest posts. If you have any questions or ideas, please email Julie at
communications@ause.ca

We’re Affirming—now what? Affirming ministries in action
This section will be a regular feature in Consensus. We know there are many creative events happening across the
network. Send us your photos and stories and we’ll feature them on the website and in this newsletter.
Season of Diversity at Trinity United Church in Cobourg, ON
Rev. Kristiane Black writes, “As an Affirming Ministry, we were exploring how best to incorporate the
anniversary of the celebration of becoming an Affirming Ministry, as well as setting intentional time in the
church year for education and worship planning in relation to being Affirming.
We decided to “create” an in-house liturgical season: On June 7, 14, 21 and 28 of 2015, we will be in the “Season
of Diversity” here at Trinity United Church in Cobourg. Our 2015 confirmands will be commissioned to create
vestments for the sanctuary to mark this season in our church year, and part of the confirmation class curriculum
will incorporate exploring and understanding being an Affirming ministry.”
Calgary Affirming ministries offer “Human Rites” conference
Five Affirming churches in Calgary are joining together to offer Human RITES: a
national conference focused on engaging conversation and celebrating the
reconciliation of faith and the LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
Queer) community. It will take place in Calgary on the weekend of the
International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia, May 15-17, 2015.
This stigma-shattering conference features:
- Keynote speaker Matthew Vines - best-selling author of the book “God and the
Gay Christian”
- A special appearance and workshops by Ivan Coyote, award-winning Canadian poet, author, and performer.
- Team Canada Olympic Luger John Fennell
- A full day of multi-faith workshops.
To register, and for more info on speakers and workshops, check out www.humanrites.ca
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Bay of Quinte conference event: The Road Less Taken
A very well-received Affirm workshop put on by the Bay of Quinte Affirming Action Group was held Saturday
April 18 at St George United in Peterborough, ON. There were forty-one participants, including seven members
of the Conference’s Affirming Action Group. Topics included sexual orientation, gender identity and the Bible;
guidelines for interpreting the Bible; and a panel presentation from members of churches that have recently
completed the Affirming Ministries requirements.
The presentations generated a great deal of conversation and there was an enthusiastic response to all the
sessions. Everyone valued the opportunity to connect with other congregations and Affirming committees for
added support and ideas. Participants left with a renewed determination to continue the Affirm commitment
within their congregations.
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