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Here's the latest news from Affirm United/ S'affirmer Ensemble.

View this email in your browser

Welcome to your October-November 2019 newsletter from Af rm United/
S'af rmer Ensemble! In this edition:
News
Living Apology outreach to diverse communities- your help needed
Announcing PIE Day 2020!
First Reconciling congregation in Kenya
Af rming ministries in the news
*
Resources
Summary of free Af rming resources; how welcoming is your church of trans
people?; new memoir; cartoons; hymnary; and many more.
*
Welcome to new eleven Af rming ministries coast to coast!

I pray you heal from things
no one ever apologized for.

Subscribe

Past Issues

-nakeia homer

Translate

News
Living Apology outreach to diverse communities- your help needed
The Living Apology is a journey approved at
the 2015 General Council: a space for us to tell
stories of both pain and transformation before,
during and after the 1988 decision that sexual
orientation was not a barrier to membership.
In the years since, equal marriage and the long
delayed rights of Two Spirit, trans and non
binary people became part of this conversation.
This may eventually lead to a national church
apology to Two Spirit and LGBTQIA+ people
and communities. The project would like your
help reaching out to two broad groups:
LGBTQIA+ people who are racialized,
Indigenous, Two-Spirt, and/or disabled—often marginalized within the LGBTQIA+
community in the United Church and wider society;
People who want to engage on the issue but have not yet done so. We are looking
for people willing to share their stories about conflict, growth, learning, and
transformation. We’re looking for people who may have been on ‘the other side’ of the
issue, have never talked about what happened in 1988, but during the last 30+ years have
shifted into a place of openness and willingness to start talking about their experience,
learnings and growth, and what it means to be affirming of LGBTQIA+ and Two-Spirit
people.
Read more here and share the link freely. And here’s a short final invitation from
Iridesce to share on social media.

Announcing PIE Day 2020!
Get your recipes/ ice cream/ creative planning tools ready. PIE Day 2020, Saturday March
14,is good to go. We’ll keep updating our online home, www.pieday.ca over the next few
months, and many of the resources there, including our PIE video, are still totally usable.
All can participate: you do not need to be part of an Affirming ministry; you don’t need
to be United Church; and pie substitutes are welcome. You just need to be enthusiastic
about a Public, Intentional, and Explicit celebration of diverse genders and sexualities in
your community and place of worship. That’s all. Have at it!
This year we hope to draw the circle wider, with a stronger ecumenical and interfaith focus.
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Much more info to come- mark your calendars, dream of dessert, and start discerning how
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you can spread PIE love in your community!

Moheto First United Methodist Church in Kenya becomes a
Reconciling community
Our kin in the United
Methodist church in the US
have had a difficult couple of
years. But they, like the
United Church of Canada, are
part of a worldwide church,
and on Sunday, September 1,
2019 they embraced good
news as “Moheto First United
Methodist Church became the
first African Reconciling
Church and the first
Reconciling United Methodist
Church outside of the United States. It joins over 1,100 other churches around the
connection in upholding the mission of the Reconciling Ministries Network: to equip and
mobilize United Methodists to resist evil, injustice, and oppression as we seek justice for
people of all sexual orientations and gender identities.” Please have a look at their faith
statement and further reporting, as kin across the African continent continue to push back
against oppressive colonial-era laws and attitudes about gender and sexuality.

Affirming ministries doing their excellent thing
Congrats to Ralph Connor
Memorial United Church
in Canmore, AB for making
the news with an excellent
overview of their
Affirming process! Have a
look, and remember, we can
put you in touch with any
Affirming or in-the-process
ministry if your own ministry
or its Affirming leadership is
looking for ideas. (Right:
Affirming Committee chair Donna Scott at the Banff 2019 Pride Parade.)
Affirming ministries in Edmonton combining their energy: First Calgary created
Affirming Connections. Now Edmonton Affirming ministries are banding together to
support a staff person. (In other communities there are lots of great examples of local
Affirming ministries meeting and planning together… try it if you haven’t already!).
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Shylo Rossborough writes, "The Affirming Ministry Coordinator of Edmonton is a new role
that is based out of Robertson-Wesley
United Church as part of their
Affirming Ministry. This full-time role
is shared between Shylo Rosborough,
a recent King’s University Graduate in
Sociology and Theology and Rev.
Mark Chiang who has divided his time
between United and Presbyterian
churches. The Affirming Ministries
Coordinators of Edmonton will work
to continue the Affirming Ministry
mission of helping and supporting
congregations before, during, and
after they go through the Affirming
Program.
Additionally, this role also provides
local programming such as talk
groups, hangout groups and worship
services, a variety of supports,
resources and pastoral care to LGBTQIA2S+ and allies while on their spiritual journey. The
Affirming Ministries Coordinators make an explicit statement about issues of sexuality and
gender and believe in supporting and creating safe places for LGBTQIA2S+ persons and
communities in the city of Edmonton and the surrounding area." (Above right: Trinity
United Church in Edmonton celebrates becoming Affirming, October 20.)

Resources!
FREE, yes FREE resources for your Affirming journey
Yes, Ethel, there is such a thing as a free lunch. Thanks to your donations to the United
Church’s Mission and Service fund, and your support for AUSE, we can offer some tools to
make the hard work of being/ becoming Affirming a little easier. For a complete summary,
click here. Share widely!

Gender isn’t binary: a cartoon resource. A free and excellent education
cartoon on being intersex. Click here.

How welcoming is your church to transgender people? This checklist is
an honest overview of what your ministry can do- and the message that’s being sent if these
steps aren’t followed. It offers practical, doable ideas for real inclusion:
https://www.queertheology.com/transgender-inclusion-church/
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good news is also a resource for
others. Poster from St Andrew's
United in Truro as they celebrate
their 10th anniversary as an
Affirming ministry.)

Soar, Adam, Soar: a memoir
United Church Rick Prashaw lost his
trans son to an accident a while ago.
He’s now sharing the family’s story in
a new memoir, Soar, Adam, Soar. He
writes, “Broadview Magazine's
November issue has an excerpt from
my memoir on my late son. I have
enjoyed speaking and doing readings
at several faith communities. The
inspiring memoir captures gender,
faith, grieving and organ donor stories
among others. The excerpt is a fun
Chapter 3 on Adam's birth, with three version told by Mom, Dad and then, 18 years later,
Adam.” The link is here. Rick can be reached through his website, www.rickprashaw.com

Our annual report for 2018 and the first half of 2019
This is your chance to enjoy an
overview of some of the things
your time, talent, and money
accomplished. Thank you!
Download the full PDF here. If
you’re in an Affirming, in
process, or membership
ministry, please think about
how you can share this report.
It’s a key connecting point
between your vital local
ministry, and the work of the
national movement.
(Right: Windermere United
Church in Toronto celebrates becoming Affirming, September 29 2019!)

Queer hymn collection: Songs for the Holy Other
Cedar Klassen is queer, Mennonite, and one of a handful of people who decided to fill a
gap. Together they compiled a collection of queer and trans friendly hymns.
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The hymns avoid using pronouns for God and binary language for humans like “he” and
“her,” and they avoid “kingdom” and “Lord” language” while exploring more expansive
wording. Access a free 60 day trial from the Hymn Society here. Congrats to Canadians
M.E. Kish and David Kai, among others, for their inclusion in this exciting resource!

Affirming ministry celebrations
These communities of faith are
formally joining the circle, carrying on
the work they already offer our
communities. A very warm
welcome to this next stage of the
journey; we are honoured to
share in it with you.
And a special note: The United
Church chaplaincy at Dalhousie
University is the first Affirming
university chaplaincy in the
country! We know other chaplaincies
are PIE in their work (publicly,
intentionally, and explicitly celebrating
LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit students,
faculty and staff.)- and Dal is the first
capital-A Affirming. We hope others
will follow!
All details on Affirming celebrations
are always posted right here, and each
announcement also lets you send a
message of congratulations.
Westminster United Church, Shoal Lake MB:
September 22
Pacific Spirit United Church, Vancouver: September 22
First United Church, Waterloo ON: September 22
Rideau Park United Church, Ottawa: September 29
Windermere United Church, Toronto: September 29
Knox United Church, Fernie, BC: October 13
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Dalhousie University
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Chaplaincy: October 17
Trinity United Church,
Edmonton AB: October 20
St James United Church,
Dartmouth NS: October 20
Ralph Connor Memorial
United Church, Canmore AB:
October 27
Trinity-Grace United Church,
Vancouver: November 17

(Above right, and right:
Affirming celebration, at St
James United Church in
Dartmouth NS; and at
Knox United Church in
Fernie, BC. From east to
west, we welcome you!)
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In Toronto, the trans, Two Spirit, queer and allied communities came out to block a
transphobic and homophobic Christian group marching through the geographic heart
of the community. Many United Church and AUSE members participated, and with
the community respected the commitment to non violent resistance.
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