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Here's the latest news from Affirm United/ S'affirmer Ensemble.
View this email in your browser

Affirm United/ S’affirmer Ensemble works for the full inclusion of people of all gender identities and sexual
orientations in the United Church of Canada and in society.
Nous puisons force et espoir dans les histoires bibliques de libération; de l'appel prophétique à vivre
justement, à aimer tendrement et à marcher humblement avec Dieu; et du témoignage de Jésus à l'amour
inclusif de Dieu.

A Tremendous THANK YOU!

https://mailchi.mp/97a122e2d535/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4242338?e=da4a415e71
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AUSE Council L-R Diane Skomash, Michele Petick (Staff Communications and Marketing Coordinator),
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Bown-Kai (outgoing Co-Chair), Anne Wood (Treasurer), Linda Hutchinson (Affirming Ministries
Program Coordinator), Cindy Bourgeois (Co-Chair), René Aguilar (incoming Co-Chair), Emma Pipes.
Absent: Julian Munro (Secretary) and Michelle Henry.

We are overwhelmed with thankfulness that you all came out and made our VIRTUAL Summer
Conference the success it was! How wonderful it is that we can gather across Canada in this way during
the challenging times of COVID. We really got a chance to listen and talk together without any of the
barriers of travel.
From our council meetings to our Gathering time and Community Circles on Saturday morning followed by
the Annual General Meeting to our very moving Worship service on Sunday - each one of you brought the
intentional energy Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble stands for!
Thank you to our newest council members Anthony Smith, David Hall, Mallory Brennan and our new CoChair René Aguilar for their passion, gifts of lived experience and time.
In this email you will find some of the resources and information sharing we did together at the Annual
General Meeting. Please "star" this email and share these resources with your faith communities and on
your social media platforms. What a gift it is to hear of all the wonderful learning faith communities across
Canada are getting up to!
If you missed the Worship Service on Sunday July 26th please enjoy the recorded version below and
thank you to everyone for their leadership especially Rev. Emma Pipes, Aaron Miechkota and Julian
Munro.
Some of the PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
"Prayers for those who lead and inspire communities of faith in becoming Affirming Ministries."
"Prayers for all those suffering from the effects colonization, especially the Two Spirit and Queer and
Trans people suffering from religious based transphobia and homophobia imposed by colonization and
christosupremacy."
"Prayers for our elders in nursing homes."
"Prayers for refugees, especially LGBTQIA2S refugees forced to leave home because it's not safe or legal
to be themselves."
"Prayers for the work of Iridesce and for the church as it considers, engages with, and responds to
Iridesce's call to justice, love, faith, learning, and community."

https://mailchi.mp/97a122e2d535/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4242338?e=da4a415e71
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AUSE Summer Conference 2020 Worship Service July 26th 2020

Michiko Bown-Kai

An abundance of gratitude goes to Michiko Bown-Kai for their leadership and passion serving as Co-Chair
https://mailchi.mp/97a122e2d535/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4242338?e=da4a415e71
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We wish them all the high-spirited wanderings that goes with being a unique individual who creates and
inspires meaningful change. We are so glad to be the recipients of their gifts and look forward to all the
barriers they will help us bust through in the future.
At the last Council Meeting in July, incoming Co-Chair Cindy Bourgeois acknowledged Michiko's
dedication and service to the Affirming work and they were presented virtually with many thanks and a
hand-knit Prayer Shawl.

NEW! Affirm United presents: The
Kitchen Sink Series

You’re invited to join Affirm United as we gather online every other Tuesday night for a time of learning
https://mailchi.mp/97a122e2d535/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4242338?e=da4a415e71
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together in community. This is your chance to connect with people from across the country who share
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Join us this fall as we talk about everything and the kitchen sink - our topics might be a bit unpredictable
but it will certainly be fun!
SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR FIRST EVENING IN THE SERIES:

September 22: Affirming Show & Tell
6:30 - 8:00pm EDT
Join us September 22 as we kick off the Kitchen Sink Series with your hosts Michiko Bown-Kai and Jeffrey
Dale. We will be hosting our first ever Affirming show & tell! Find an item that is part of your Affirming story
and be ready to share the item and why you chose it in 1-2 minutes. An Affirming story is any experience
you have had that has helped you learn or define for yourself your identity, sense of community, or
understanding of Two Spirit and LGBTQ+ justice. Do you have a t-shirt from a special event? Do you have
a keepsake from a date you went on? We can’t wait to fill the evening with wonder and appreciation!

Out North: An archive of Queer
Activism and Kinship in Canada
Thank you to Jeffrey Dale, the Youth Ministries Coordinator in Shining Waters Regional Council for
recommending this important resource for us.
Out North: An archive of Queer Activism and Kinship in Canada
by: Craig Jennex & Nisha Eswaran

Toby's Place
https://mailchi.mp/97a122e2d535/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4242338?e=da4a415e71
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Rev. Greg Daly minister of Birchcliff Bluffs United Church in Scarborough, Ontario shared this video made
entirely by the youth involved with Toby's Place.
Toby's Place is a safer space for 2SLGBTQ+ youth in the Toronto area and is supported by the community
and Birchcliff Bluffs UC.
Watch this video and dare you not to get goosebumps at the good work these kids are up to! Please
widely share this video with your congregations, these kids are truly inspiring.

Toby's Place (music "His Place" by Pigeon the Band)

I Saw Jesus at a Pride Parade

https://mailchi.mp/97a122e2d535/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4242338?e=da4a415e71
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Spoken Word by The Many - Jesus at the Pride Parade

Take Action on Conversion Therapy

Jordan Sullivan shared important links to:
Take Action on Conversion Therapy
http://affirmunited.ause.ca/action-invitation-support-bans-on-conversiontherapy/
And the United Church of Canada statement and resources on Conversion
Therapy:
https://mailchi.mp/97a122e2d535/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4242338?e=da4a415e71
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https://www.united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/conversion-therapy

Love Intersections

Love Intersections: Fluffy vs coronavirus anti asian stigma

Ryan Tristin Chapman reported that screening Love Intersections,
documentaries from David In and Jen Sung, was a hit at Trinity-Grace United
Church in Vancouver.
Love Intersections "is a media arts collective made up of queer artists of colour
dedicated to collaborative filmmaking and relational storytelling. We produce
intersectional and intergenerational stories from underrepresented communities
– centering the invisible, the spiritual, the metaphysical and the imaginary. We
believe in deep and meaningful relationships, that intersectionality is a verb and
a call to action, that we must cultivate social trust through collective care and
community responsibility. Our desire is to provoke (he)artful social change
through a lens of love." (from their YouTube channel).
For the full library of videos please go to their channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAJgFHcz06JlCP6kwwESDBQ
https://mailchi.mp/97a122e2d535/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4242338?e=da4a415e71
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Jordana Wright interviews Cheri
DiNovo LIVE Aug 11th at 1pm EDT

Things to Talk About At Coffee Hour
Cheri DiNovo went from living on the streets as a teenager to performing the
first legal same-sex marriage registered in Canada as a United Church minister.
This story of one queer kid will hopefully inspire us all to resist injustice and
create positive social change.
On this episode of the 'Things To Talk About At Coffee Hour' live show, we chat
with the Rev. Dr. Cheri DiNovo about her incredible story and body of work from her roots as a young socialist activist in the 1960s, to ordained minister in
the ‘90s, to member of provincial parliament. As a representative in the
Legislative Assembly of Ontario, DiNovo passed more LGBTQ bills than
anyone in Canadian history. As a minister, she has been a champion of
progressive and inclusive theology.
ABOUT THE GUEST:
The Rev. Dr. Cheri DiNovo is the minister at Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre for Faith,
Justice & the Arts, as well as a Member of the Order of Canada, recognized for
her contributions to provincial politics and for her lifelong advocacy of social
justice. Her forthcoming tell-all (or almost all) book is called "The Queer
https://mailchi.mp/97a122e2d535/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4242338?e=da4a415e71
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Evangelist".
📚 Learn more: https://www.wlupress.wlu.ca/Books/T/The-Queer-Translate
Past Issues
Evangelist?fbclid=IwAR331l7CVKafjWL9Y0YPGAD7GnEFqch9qofYqAP4ozlLQ8zrIwu5hunF1c
ABOUT THE HOST:
Jordana Wright leads a placemaking and community development practice
focused on introducing new audiences to their local churches, while helping
congregations reach their sustainability goals and expand their social impact.
Link to this event via Facebook here:
https://www.facebook.com/events/1599508433577347/

Donate Now to Affirm United / S'affirmer
Ensemble

This eNewsletter is prepared with thankfulness on the traditional territory of the
Mississaugas of the New Credit by Michele K. Petick the Communications &
Marketing Coordinator to Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble with many thanks for
content contributions from our Affirming Ministries across Canada, our community
and national partners and The United Church of Canada. Have an important story.
resource or event to tell or share? Let us know HERE.
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Copyright © 2015-2020 Affirm United/ S'affirmer Ensemble, all rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Affirm United Canada
PO Box 57057 Somerset Stn
Somerset Stn
Ottawa, ON K1R 1A1
Canada
Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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