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Here's the latest news from Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble. 
View this email in your browser

 
Affirm United / S’affirmer Ensemble works for the full inclusion of people of all gender identities  and
sexual orientations in the United Church of Canada and in society. 
 
Nous puisons force et espoir dans les histoires bibliques de libération; de l'appel prophétique à vivre
justement, à aimer tendrement et à marcher humblement avec Dieu; et du témoignage de Jésus à l'amour
inclusif de Dieu.

Meet our New Co-Chair René Aguilar

René Aguilar (wearing glasses) with his husband Sylvain.

René Aguilar
 
He/Him | Mount Royal United Church, Mount Royal, QC | Nakonhaka 
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Co-Chair

René and his husband Sylvain have been married for eight years and are the
proud parents of two young girls.  As a family they have found it hard to find a
faith community that would embrace their diverse family, until they joined Mount
Royal United Church in January of 2020.  At Mount Royal they found
acceptance, but more importantly, a venue to raise their daughters in the
principles of their faith and the missions of inclusion, social justice and
gratitude.  As a family, they feel blessed to have found an accepting community
of faith.

Rene is a Title Attorney licensed to practice law in the Province of Québec, and
the co-owner of a boutique law firm specializing in not-for-profit organizations. 
He is very familiar with AGM’s, board meetings, preparing agendas, drafting
resolutions, keeping corporate records and in general dealing with Corporations
Canada and the Registraire Québec. René also serves as the treasurer to his
law firm and is familiar with reviewing expenses and dealing with annual
financial statements. 

Why did the opportunity to serve on the AUSE Council interest you?

“Being relatively new members to Mount Royal United Church, we are
looking for ways to thrive and contribute to the growth of our community.”
“To promote greater awareness, within the faith community, of issues and
stigma faced by LGBTQ+ families.”

Contact René here. 
 

NEXT TUESDAY! Affirm United
presents: The Kitchen Sink Series -
Queer Joy: The Gifts of Identity with
Guest Speaker Ally Phillips
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ALL ARE WELCOME: 
 
You’re invited to join Affirm United as we gather online every other Tuesday
night for a time of learning together in community. This is your chance to
connect with people from across the country who share your passion for Two
Spirit and LGBTQ+ justice. 
 
Join us on Zoom as we talk about everything and the kitchen sink - our topics
might be a bit unpredictable but it will certainly be fun! 
 

 

Tuesday, November 3rd: Queer Joy: The Gifts of Identity 
6:30 - 8:00pm EST via Zoom
On Tuesday November 3rd at 6:30pm to 8pm EST come celebrate all the
glorious, joyful, totally queer ways we exist and thrive in this diverse, beautiful
world. Our LGBTQIA2S+ siblings, bring your unbridled glee and ecstatic
revelations about your queerness, how it serves you in this world and what gifts
your identities have given you in this lifetime. Allies, bring your gratefulness and
praise for the gifts that queer folks have gifted you in your homes, churches and
communities at large.

We’re all created intentionally with great care, let’s celebrate all the magnificent
ways to be made in the image of loving Creator!

About our Guest Speaker: Ally Phillips

Ally Phillips lives, works and worships in St. Catharines, Ontario with his
favourite sidekick, Reese the blind beagie. Ally serves as an openly queer and
trans person at Silver Spire United Church as Co Chair of council, member of
the Affirm committee and youth group leader. Outside of church life, Ally enjoys
working with youth, coaching lacrosse, caregiving for his Granny, cooking
delicious gluten free food and being trans in public.
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Here is the Zoom Link and Phone in information:

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/98828097187?
pwd=SGtnL3J4Sy82bFV5WTMwY1RYd3hkZz09

Meeting ID: 988 2809 7187 
Passcode: 815307

Phone In instructions to ZOOM:

Canada (dial the number in your area code or use the Toll Free number below
enter the meeting ID and the passcode with your key pad):

+1 778 907 2071 
+1 204 272 7920 
+1 438 809 7799 
+1 587 328 1099 
+1 647 374 4685 
+1 647 558 0588 
Toll Free: +1 855 703 8985

We are thankful for the support of this Affirming Gathering program from
the following Regional Councils: Western Ontario Waterways, Horseshoe
Falls, Antler River Watershed and Shining Waters. 
 

Sydenham United Church celebrates
21 Years as an Affirming Congregation
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Linda Hutchinson with friends outside of Sydenham UC in 2019 (source thewhig.com)

At the end of September a bit of news from Sydenham Street United Church in
downtown Kingston ON.  We have been Affirming for 21 years this November
2020!.  ... Linda Hutchinson 
 
To celebrate their 21st year as an Affirming faith community they repainted their
stairs ... see the article here from Linda Hutchinson, Affirming Ministries
Coordinator. 
 
Congratulations Sydenham!

Video Resources:

Watch and share these videos with your Affirming faith communities.
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Rundle Memorial United Church Banff, AB l New Affirming Ministry Celebration
October 4, 2020

The Kitchen Sink Series presents: Singing Queerly with Slats Toole and Hilary
Seraph Donaldson - October 6, 2020

The Kitchen Sink presents: The Power of Playfulness with Mallory Brennan of
Rainbow Camp - October 20, 2020 
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Learning Opportunity: Naramata
Centre

Honouring Diversity as a Spiritual Practice, hosted by Kerr Mesner, who is
an educator, performing artist and queer/trans activist. His event will be on
Saturday, November 21 from 9:00 am-3:00 pm PT. 
 
Here is a link to his event for more information click here  
 

In an effort to embrace the full diversity of our nation, you will see Affirm
United / S'affirmer Ensemble use new ways of sharing messages with
each other.  This is part of the commitment we make to take turns in

listening to different voices and our Affirming commitment to each other. 
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This might be a helpful link for your congregation members, it is a free

translation program offered by Google.  It is available for anyone on line to
use and the program can translate in to many languages.

This eNewsletter is prepared with thankfulness on the traditional territory of the
Mississaugas of the New Credit by Michele K. Petick the Communications &

Marketing Coordinator to Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble with many thanks for
content contributions from our Affirming Ministries across Canada, our community
and national partners and The United Church of Canada.  Have an important story.

resource or event to tell or share?  Let us know HERE.

Donate Now to Affirm United / S'affirmer
Ensemble
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Copyright © 2015-2020 Affirm United/ S'affirmer Ensemble, all rights reserved. 
 

Our mailing address is: 
Affirm United Canada

PO Box 57057 Somerset Stn
Somerset Stn

Ottawa, ON K1R 1A1
Canada

 
Add us to your address book

 
 

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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