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Here's the latest news from Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble.
View this email in your browser

Affirm United / S’affirmer Ensemble works for the full inclusion of people of all gender identities and
sexual orientations in the United Church of Canada and in society.
Nous puisons force et espoir dans les histoires bibliques de libération; de l'appel prophétique à vivre
justement, à aimer tendrement et à marcher humblement avec Dieu; et du témoignage de Jésus à l'amour
inclusif de Dieu.

AU/SE Co-Chair Message

Image Source: rawpixel.com

Friends!
Allow me to commend you and encourage you in all the good works you do in
your Affirming Ministry, whether it's raising awareness, supporting local TwoSpirit and LGBTIQ groups, sponsoring LGBTIQ refugees, or advocating to end
conversion therapy. Know that these seeds are falling on fertile ground and are
sprouting yields of thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and even a hundredfold.
We are sowing more seeds all the time as well. Affirm United/S'affirmer
Ensemble (AUSE), and our yield is increasing at an ever-increasing rate. We
have 230 Affirming Ministries and 170 more in the process. The potential
for the grassroots collective action is enormous. However, with rapid growth
https://mailchi.mp/5d17dffd1325/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4469322?e=64a383ad17
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comes some growing pains, and to support this growth, we believe we will need
Translate
more paid staff and possibly an Executive Director.
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With an Executive Director we will be able to ensure that our Affirming
Ministry Program process can continue on in strength, but also that we can take
on helping Affirming Ministries grow in their community with resources like;
LGBTIQ Refugee sponsorship, providing worship and liturgy materials and
helping all the amazing Affirming Ministries live into their commitment.
This will come with some financial burden. With the growing number of
Affirming Ministries, we will also have a growing number of membership fees.
We raised the fees for the first time in over 15 years in 2020. The membership
fees will remain the same for 2021. Still, there will need to be increases in the
future if we are to take the next step in growing AU/SE into an organization
capable of supporting hundreds of dynamic Affirming Ministries.
Another critical area of growth is in fundraising. We have not done a great job
with fundraising in the past, but we know that robust fundraising is essential to
our future. We have some folks working on a sustainability plan and would
welcome any qualified and interested gifts or volunteer assistance you might
have in this area.
But I have saved the good wine until the last. While we must take care of our
structure, we must also remember the gospel call to radical neighbour love.
One way to practice radical neighbour love is by sponsoring an LGBTIQ
refugee. With as many Affirming Ministries as we have, there's no reason for
LGBTIQ refugees to live in danger in a refugee camp even one day longer than
they must. Therefore, AUSE is putting together a package to help facilitate the
sponsorship of an LGBTIQ refugee. Keep an eye out for news on this and
consider sponsoring an LGBTIQ refugee in your ministry.
Another move is revitalizing our commitment to intersectionality. AU/SE has
made great strides in welcoming LGBTIQ people in our communities, but we
have done less well in areas of race, disability, and class. For many years we
have encouraged including race, disability, and class analysis in our processes.
Still, we have not been as successful as we should, leaving many poor,
disabled, and BIPOC people marginalized in queer communities, denying them
a sense of belonging in their own community. We are recommitting to
intersectionality and are exploring ways to partner with the United Church
of Canada to help make all paths straight for even the most marginalized.
This is a heady time for Affirm United/S'affirmer Ensemble. Still, I am
confident that with the prayers and commitments of all the fantastic Affirming
Ministries, we cannot help to attain yields beyond our wildest imaginations.
May the Peace of Christ be with You All,

Cindy Bourgeois

TONIGHT!
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ALL ARE WELCOME:
You’re invited to join Affirm United as we gather online every other Tuesday
night for a time of learning together in community. This is your chance to
connect with people from across the country who share your passion for Two
Spirit and LGBTQ+ justice.
Join us on Zoom as we talk about everything and the kitchen sink - our topics
might be a bit unpredictable but it will certainly be fun!

The Kitchen Sink Series presents:
Youth Group Revisited with Laura
Foushe this Tuesday, November 17th at
6:30-8:00pm EST … Join us for a great,
fun time on Zoom!
Youth Group Revisited:
Come experience a Covid-style youth group (for all ages, of course). Laura
will lead us in some fun and bizarre online ice breakers and games (including
Taylor Swift Trivia). She will also share her experience and bumbling wisdom
after 15 years in ministry with children and youth.
More about Laura:
Laura Fouhse is a Diaconal Minister and has been serving the past 15 years
at McClure United Church in Saskatoon as the Minister for Children, Youth,
Young Adults and Families.
https://mailchi.mp/5d17dffd1325/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4469322?e=64a383ad17
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Here is the Zoom Link and Phone in information:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98828097187?
pwd=SGtnL3J4Sy82bFV5WTMwY1RYd3hkZz09
Meeting ID: 988 2809 7187
Passcode: 815307
Phone In instructions to ZOOM:
Canada (dial the number in your area code or use the Toll Free number below
enter the meeting ID and the passcode with your key pad):
+1 778 907 2071
+1 204 272 7920
+1 438 809 7799
+1 587 328 1099
+1 647 374 4685
+1 647 558 0588
Toll Free: +1 855 703 8985
We are thankful for the support of this Affirming Gathering program from
the following Regional Councils: Western Ontario Waterways, Horseshoe
Falls, Antler River Watershed and Shining Waters.

Two New Affirming Ministries!

Forest Grove United Church, North York, ON celebrated their new Affirming Ministry
online on November 15th.
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St. Paul's United Church, Oakville, ON will celebrate their New Affirming faith
community on Sunday, November 22nd.

Congratulations!
Demystifying Hell

“Demystifying Hell” Video - call for participants from Pam Rocker and
Affirming Connections
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Affirming Connections’ work at the intersections of faith and the queer
Translate
community reminds us daily that the concept of hell and eternal punishment is
leveraged to control people’s lives and to attempt to restrain or change their
inherent sexual orientation or gender identity. We’re creating a video project,
tentatively titled “Demystifying Hell,” that addresses the fear of hell that is still
prevalent in religious communities, and interrogates the roots of this fear.
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We’re hoping to film conversations with people who live at the intersection of
LGBTQ2S+ and faith communities, and who can speak to their experiences
with learning about hell.

We are planning to conduct interviews in the months of November and early
December. Filming will be virtual and from your home, and we will work with
you to make sure you have the proper setup. We’ll be asking participants a few
guiding questions, like:

What did you grow up believing about hell?
What changed (if anything)?
How do you feel/think about hell now?

If you’re interested in being interviewed for this project, please fill out this form
and we will get in touch with you shortly with more details.
If you have questions or concerns about the project, or if you know of someone
else we should talk to, please feel free to email Miranda Martini, Project
Assistant, at miranda@affirmingconnections.com.

TDoR - November 20th

Image source glaad.org

For the past number of years, during worship, Kamloops United has recognized
and honoured Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) which takes place
every November 20, during Transgender Awareness Week (November 16-22,
https://mailchi.mp/5d17dffd1325/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4469322?e=64a383ad17
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2020). Transgender Day of Remembrance was started in 1999 by trans
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advocate Gwendolyn Ann Smith as a vigil to honor the memory of Rita Hester,
a trans woman who was killed in 1998. The vigil commemorated all the
transgender people lost to violence since Rita Hester's death, and began an
important tradition that has become the annual Transgender Day of
Remembrance.
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TDOR 2020 honors those who died between October 1, 2019 and September
30, 2020. For that period, 47 lives were taken in the United States (that we
know of), and 430 worldwide; this includes death by violence, by self-harm,
those who died in ways yet to be determined and sadly, this year, from COVID19. Some deaths are simply not reported as the hate crimes that they are. For
more information, and the list of names of those we remember, check out the
PFLAG website Transgender Day of Remembrance 2020.
There has been a surge of violence against transgender people in 2020,
particularly in the USA. Transgender women who are Black or Latina are
particularly in danger. In a U.S. Transgender Survey, which included more than
28,000 respondents, nearly half (47%) of all Black respondents reported being
denied equal treatment, verbally harassed, and/or physically attacked in the
previous year because of being transgender. Canadian information is harder to
find, but Statistics Canada cites studies that found that transgender
Canadians are much more likely to have experienced violence, and much more
likely to have considered suicide. One Canadian of note whose memory we
honour this year, was murdered on December 27,2019 in Toronto; Julie
Berman was a tireless advocate who fought to raise awareness of the
increasing rates of anti-trans violence.
The vitriolic national debates around Bill C-16 which proposed that the
Canadian Human Rights Act be amended to include trans and nonbinary folks
set the tone for transgender rights in Canada. The legislation was successful,
but the language of hatred used by far-right politicians and residents around the
legitimacy of transgender and nonbinary identities has had a chilling effect on
public safety and security. Despite the fact that trans rights and anti-hate
legislation is entrenched in Canadian human rights laws, the reality is that for
many people, just living as their true and authentic selves continues to be
dangerous. How will we as allies, as a community of faith, contribute to creating
a safer place for all of God’s beloved children?
Written by Christine Dolson of Kamloops United Church

Response to Pope Francis
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When I was in seminary in 2007, I attended ‘Que(e)rying Religion’ events
sponsored by the Ecumenical Chaplaincy of the University of Toronto and St.
Michael’s College Chaplaincy. At these gatherings, LGBTQ people of any faith
tradition would share a meal and then we would hear a speaker or have a
discussion on being queer and a person of faith. One night there was a Catholic
ethicist who spoke about the difference between doctrine and pastoral care.
She acknowledged doctrine of the Catholic Church declared intimate same-sex
relationships as a sin. But she went on to speak about how there is also a
pastoral side to the Catholic Church. She spoke of Catholic sponsored AIDS
hospices operated by the Catholic Church. Even though Catholic doctrine was
against LGBTQ people.
When I asked my Catholic friends what they thought of the lecture they just
said, “we've heard all that before.” They were not comforted by a church that
sponsored some outreach to AIDS sufferers but whose doctrine declares their
very being to be a sin.
So, when in the documentary ‘Francesco’, Pope Francis says "Homosexual
people have the right to be in a family. They are children of God", I had the
feeling that I'd heard all this before.
Pope Francis went on to support Civil Unions for Gays and Lesbians. This
statement has been lauded as a breakthrough for the Catholic Church and on
the surface it might seem so. However, even though the Pope declared gays
and lesbians as children of god and affirmed their right to have a family they
are still denied the sacrament of marriage. They are also barred from the
sacrament of communion. In a church that revolves around the sacraments this
is not acknowledging the humanity of gay and lesbian people. The Pope does
affirm the humanity of Gays and Lesbians but in practice treats them as
second-class citizens.
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Now, to all the amazing Two-Spirit and LGBTQI folks in the Catholic Church, I Translate
don't have any more right to Affirm your humanity than Pope Francis, but I can
tell you this: when you love yourself for being two spirit or trans or non-binary or
intersex or bisexual or lesbian or gay you are presenting a gift to God.
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Cindy Bourgeois
Co-Chair Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble

NOTE: Membership Fees to Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble will
remain the same for 2021. Thanks so much for your continued support!

In an effort to embrace the full diversity of our nation, you will see Affirm
United / S'affirmer Ensemble use new ways of sharing messages with
each other. This is part of the commitment we make to take turns in
listening to different voices and our Affirming commitment to each other.
This might be a helpful link for your congregation members, it is a free
translation program offered by Google. It is available for anyone on line to
use and the program can translate in to many languages.

Donate Now to Affirm United / S'affirmer
Ensemble

This eNewsletter is prepared with thankfulness on the traditional territory of the
Mississaugas of the Credit by Michele K. Petick the Communications & Marketing
Coordinator to Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble with many thanks for content
contributions from our Affirming Ministries across Canada, our community and
national partners and The United Church of Canada. Have an important story.
resource or event to tell or share? Let us know HERE.
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Copyright © 2015-2020 Affirm United/ S'affirmer Ensemble, all rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Affirm United Canada
PO Box 57057 Somerset Stn
Somerset Stn
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