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Here's the latest news from Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble.
View this email in your browser

Affirm United / S’affirmer Ensemble works for the full inclusion of people of all gender identities and
sexual orientations in the United Church of Canada and in society.
Nous puisons force et espoir dans les histoires bibliques de libération; de l'appel prophétique à vivre
justement, à aimer tendrement et à marcher humblement avec Dieu; et du témoignage de Jésus à l'amour
inclusif de Dieu.

The Kitchen Sink Series presents:
Making Music Together with Mallory
Brennan
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Join us on Tuesday March 16 at 7pm - 8:30pm EDT for an evening of
friendly music-making! We will be doing some mindful listening,
experimenting with a few ways to make music together and sharing
some of our favourite songs. Whether you are a regular music-maker,
a shower-singer or enjoy being an audience member we’d love to
have you join us! All are welcome to come and experience the
powerful affect of music-making.

More about Mallory Brennan:

https://mailchi.mp/29fdcd0fce9d/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4751693
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Mallory (she/her) works for Welcome Friend Association’s Rainbow Camp and
Rainbow Online Connection (ROC). Mallory is a graduate student in
Community Music, loves travelling and has lived and studied in Canada,
Australia and New Zealand. Mallory has a strong history within the United
Church including directing a children’s choir, working in children’s ministry, the
Explorer program and within Affirm United.
Mallory is currently studying Community Music at Laurier University. As part of
this, she is curious about how we can make music together during this
pandemic and is super excited to play with all you lovely folks!
Looking forward to seeing you all around the Kitchen Sink!
Topic: Kitchen Sink Series Event Zoom Information
Time: 7pm – 8:30pm EST
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98828097187?
pwd=SGtnL3J4Sy82bFV5WTMwY1RYd3hkZz09
Meeting ID: 988 2809 7187
Passcode: 815307
Phone In instructions to ZOOM:
Canada (dial the number in your area code or use the Toll Free number below
enter the meeting ID and the passcode with your key pad):
+1 778 907 2071
+1 204 272 7920
+1 438 809 7799
+1 587 328 1099
https://mailchi.mp/29fdcd0fce9d/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4751693
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An Affirming Celebration for Hinton
United Church!

An Affirming celebration is planned for Hinton United
Church!
All are welcome to a celebration of becoming an Affirming Ministry for Hinton
United Church on Sunday March 14, 2021
Time: 10:00 am MST
Location: 101 Maskuta Drive, Hinton AB T7V 1E7
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Hinton-United-Church-140395563448/
Phone: 780-865-2390
Email: for sending congratulations hintonunitedchurch@hotmail.com

An Affirming Celebration for
Shining Waters Regional Council
https://mailchi.mp/29fdcd0fce9d/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4751693
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This Sunday March 14, 2021
All are welcome to a celebration of becoming an Affirming Ministry for Shining
Waters Regional Council on Sunday March 14, 2021
Time: 2 pm
Location:
Livestream on YouTube: https://youtu.be/euKAge7bYfc
Website:

https://shiningwatersregionalcouncil.ca/

Phone 1-800-268-4729 Ext. 6262
Please join us in sending your congratulations to Shining Waters Regional
Council at this email address swrc@united-church.ca

https://mailchi.mp/29fdcd0fce9d/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4751693
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our upcoming
Celebration of Being an Affirming Ministry. The service will be live
streamed on YouTube and the link will be available here.

Adding Sparkle to Your Rainbow!
Refreshing Your Affirming Culture &
Commitment
Resources & Video

Click here for resources!

Join Affirm United / S’affirmer
Ensemble’s Council!
https://mailchi.mp/29fdcd0fce9d/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4751693
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Is God calling you to share your gifts by serving Affirm United/S'Affirmer
Ensemble? From time to time, AUSE seeks volunteers and paid staff to assist
the organization in its work. If you are interested in working with the Council, we
would appreciate you completing this form outlining your experience and the
reason(s) you are interested in this opportunity.
The council, through a process of discernment, will select the person who is
best suited to fill the positions. We will prioritize those who are marginalized
within the LGBTQ+ community , Indigenous folks, Black folks, and other folks of
colour and disability. Every applicant will receive a response. Fill out the form
HERE and return to communications@ause.ca
Or fill out your online Expression of Interest here:
https://forms.gle/mWBSac1o3UVL3pVf9

Broadview Magazine
Call for LGBTQ2 Writers

https://mailchi.mp/29fdcd0fce9d/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4751693
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Magazine has an ongoing general call out for LGBTQ2 Writers

You are welcome to submit your work and story ideas for publication.
More information about Broadview from their website:
LGBTQ2 Inclusion
"We recognize that Broadview can play an essential role in drawing attention to
persisting inequalities affecting the LGBTQ2 community, as well as social
movements working for equality and inclusion. We especially seek to give focus
to LBGTQ contributors navigating their experiences within the Christian church
and other faith communities."
If you have a story to tell and are an experienced queer writer, here are the
submission guidelines for the Broadview publication:
https://broadview.org/submission-guidelines/
Writers are welcome to read the Broadview values statement here:
https://broadview.org/about-us/our-values/
Thank you for your consideration!

Volunteers Needed to
Review Document Language

Calling Volunteer Participants!
Are you a member of Affirm United/ S’Affirmer Ensemble?
https://mailchi.mp/29fdcd0fce9d/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4751693
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This discussion specifically will address racism, ableism and Translate
other intersections that exist and should inform our work at Affirm
United/S’Affirmer Ensemble… Are you interested in joining the conversation
around this and looking at re-writing these statements?
Meet on Zoom on Thursday March 25th from 7-8pm and we will start the
discussions. Lead by Rev. Emma Pipes and Rev. Cindy Bourgeois.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/93456556696?pwd=VUZqZlliL1dLM1gwR3haSFNISkZoUT09
Contact Michele with any questions at communications@ause.ca

THIS SUNDAY!
National Affirming Day - P.I.E. Day
Sunday March 14, 2021

Who doesn't need something to celebrate these days? We surely do!
Sunday March 14th, 2021 is our National Affirming Day celebration of
P.I.E. day!
Let's think about an Affirming pie. What would your Affirming pie taste like?
What ingredients would you use? This year we are going to celebrate with
P.I.E. recipes created by you! It could be a traditional apple pie recipe or it
might have a twist in the ingredients ... two cups of inclusion, a tablespoon of
sparkle, a quarter cup of love ... you get the idea! Now, think about how your
faith community as an Affirming Committee or faith Congregation would build
an Affirming pie!
https://mailchi.mp/29fdcd0fce9d/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4751693
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LGBTQ Community Member Graham Louden reflects on the importance of National
Affirming/PIE Day, why it matters to him, and why it matters that churches continue to
be Public, Intentional, and Explicit in their affirmation and celebration of the
LGBTQIA2S+ community and anyone else who is "othered".
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The Moderator of the United Church of Canada, The Right Rev. Dr.
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Richard Bott is looking forward to P.I.E. Day on March 14th, 2021. Enjoy
his message with a special Affirming P.I.E. recipe ...
Past Issues

Click here for resource: https://affirmunited.ause.ca/a-new-worship-service-andnotes-from-very-rev-gary-paterson-for-national-affirming-day-p-i-e-day-march14th-2021/

Do you have a special event already planned for
P.I.E. Day?
Share it on the online calendar here:
Add your P.I.E. Day Event to our Online Calendar or here:
PIE Day Event Submission

Not sure what P.I.E. Day is all about? Read on …
Celebrate with us on March 14, 2021.
https://mailchi.mp/29fdcd0fce9d/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4751693
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Why PIE? The lovely acronym PIE stands for Public, Intentional, and Explicit.
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the standards we hold ourselves and our welcome to when we
become Affirming, Welcoming, or Inclusive communities! We founded this Day
as an official way to invite people across Canada to show what it means to be
inclusive.
On National PIE Day, we invite you to serve up some pie and roll out the PIE
ONLINE in your ministries and communities! This is your chance to celebrate
and honour the full inclusion of LGBTQ2SIA+ people in faith communities and
beyond, with everyone across Canada!
This year we’re asking – What’s in your PIE? What ways have you been
making your community a safer and more inclusive space, and what
‘ingredients’ do you need to grow even more? Start by baking up something
new or heating up a trusty familiar recipe…
Plan an online event, service, movie night, talent show, pie, baking show, book
reading, the pie in the sky’s the limit!
Submission form button link and event listing page link.

National P.I.E. Day Recipe Board

We are challenging you to come up with the best P.I.E. Recipes and share
them on our National P.I.E. Day Recipe Board for National Affirming Day.
You might want to share one of your favourite pie recipes or a great cupcake or
special treat recipe or maybe you will have a virtual bake off!? Some may have
a special recipe of what Affirming would taste like if it were a pie and what
those ingredients might be! Please share those recipes and we look forward
to reading them all.
Include a picture of your creation if you can. Posts can be anonymous or
include the name of your faith community or use your first name on the
submission! Just click the PLUS + sign to add your contribution.
Questions? Ask Michele at communications@ause.ca and have fun
being Public, Intentional and Explicit in your commitment to inclusivity to
https://mailchi.mp/29fdcd0fce9d/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4751693
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The Affirm United Shop is now OPEN!
You can now buy your very own Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble
merchandise from our newly launched store. Pick up a mug, stickers,
a tote bag, and many other wonderful items with our "Affirm United"
logo printed for you.

NOTE: Membership Fees to Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble will
remain the same for 2021. Thanks so much for your continued support!

In an effort to embrace the full diversity of our nation, you will see Affirm
United / S'affirmer Ensemble use new ways of sharing messages with
each other. This is part of the commitment we make to take turns in
https://mailchi.mp/29fdcd0fce9d/your-affirm-united-enewsletter-4751693
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This might be a helpful link for your congregation members, it is a free
translation program offered by Google. It is available for anyone on line to
use and the program can translate in to many languages.

Donate Now to Affirm United / S'affirmer
Ensemble

This eNewsletter is prepared with thankfulness on the traditional territory of the
Mississaugas of the Credit by Michele K. Petick the Communications & Marketing
Coordinator to Affirm United / S'affirmer Ensemble with many thanks for content
contributions from our Affirming Ministries across Canada, our community and
national partners and The United Church of Canada. Have an important story.
resource or event to tell or share? Let us know HERE.
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Copyright © 2015-2021 Affirm United/ S'affirmer Ensemble, all rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Affirm United Canada
PO Box 57057 Somerset Stn
Somerset Stn
Ottawa, ON K1R 1A1
Canada
Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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